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TO:  Interested Parties 

FROM: Tusk Montgomery Philanthropies 

RE:   Anti-Hunger 2018 Legislative Update 

DATE: Monday, June 11, 2018 

——————————————————————————————————————— 

There’s just no reason in this day and age, in a country with this much wealth, that 

anyone should ever go hungry. Government can’t solve every problem, but it can 

make sure that food gets from point A to point B so people can eat. That’s why we 

fund and run campaigns in states around the U.S. to expand programs like school 

breakfast. By combining politics and philanthropy (a model we borrowed from the 

great Mike Bloomberg), we’ve been previously able to help pass legislation in 

Illinois, Pennsylvania and North Carolina. In 2018, Tusk Montgomery Philanthropies 

(TMP) worked on Breakfast after the Bell legislation in four states. Breakfast After 

the Bell (BaB) is a crucial anti-hunger initiative that allows for schools to 

provide nutritious meals to students after the beginning of the school day to 

provide more flexibility for the students and their families. We ran legislative 

campaigns in New York, New Jersey, Tennessee and Washington. TMP, along with 

our partners, was successful in all four states. In addition, we provided a grant to 

advocates in Arizona to engage in multi-year planning to determine legislative 

strategies to prevent childhood hunger.  We have also invested in and advised 

several private sector companies whose goal is to eliminate food waste. Below is a 

summary of our work in each state including the number of children positively 

impacted. 



New York 

Result: The legislature passed a BaB proposal as part of the state budget bill. The 

legislation provides support for BaB programs in high-poverty schools (defined as 

schools in which 70 percent or more of the students are eligible for free or reduced-

price meals). While BaB was in place in New York City’s elementary schools, the new 

program will be expanded to K-12 schools across NY. The budget also provided 

seven million dollars in state funding to help New York’s schools implement the 

program. More than 100,000 additional students will be able to access school 

breakfast and the state will be able to leverage another 40.6 million in federal 

dollars. 

Our Contribution:  In the summer of 2017, we began planning and organizing a 

coalition of advocacy groups, including No Kid Hungry and Hunger Solutions NY, to 

persuade Governor Cuomo to include a BaB proposal and funding in his 2018 

budget.  TMP coordinated the legislative campaign and secured lobbyists to assist 

in the effort to pass the proposal through the legislature. TMP was also instrumental 

on the media front and assisted in preparing and placing stories, columns and op-

eds. 

New Jersey 

Result: Senate Bill 1894 passed and was signed by Governor Murphy. It requires a 

BaB program in all schools with 70% or more of students eligible for free or reduced-

price meals, which will result in 105,000 more children getting breakfast and the 

state leveraging approximately an additional 43 million dollars. 

Our Contribution: We provided a $25,000 grant to the New Jersey Anti-Hunger 

Coalition, an anti-hunger advocacy organization, to allow them to produce a report 

entitled “New Jersey’s School Breakfast Story” on the importance and success of 



BaB.  The NJ Anti-Hunger Coalition used this report to persuade legislators to pass 

BaB legislation. (You can read New Jersey’s School Breakfast Story here). As part of 

the legislative campaign, we had weekly strategy calls with the advocates.  Using 

our relationships, we were able to introduce them to the Governor’s team, including 

the Governor’s policy director. Working together, we were able to convince the 

Governor’s office to support and sign the legislation. 

Washington 

Result:  Governor Inslee signed House Bill 1508, which requires schools that serve a 

significant number of low-income students to offer a BaB program. These programs 

are required to be put in place by the start of the 2019–20 school year and be 

available in schools where at least 70 percent of students qualify for free or 

reduced-price meals. The bill allows participation in BaB to count as instructional 

time as long as the students are engaged in educational activities during their 

breakfast and the meal does not disrupt classroom instruction. Passage of HB1508 

will provide breakfast to at least 30,000 more children and will allow Washington to 

leverage up to an additional $23 million in federal dollars.  

Our Contribution:  TMP has been involved in trying to pass BaB in Washington for 

the past several years. The legislation had passed the Washington House 

previously, however, it was prevented from having a vote in the Senate by the 

former majority leader. In November 2017, there was a special election. Control of 

the Washington Senate flipped and a new majority leader was appointed.  TMP 

retained a lobbyist to help push through the legislation this year.  We had weekly 

strategy calls with him and his team and provided press advice to some of the bill’s 

supporters. The House’s prime sponsor, Rep. Monica Stonier, said, “This bill is an 

example of what can be accomplished when both sides come together to focus on 

ensuring children are adequately fed so they can learn. This legislation would not 

https://cfanj.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/NJAHC_SchBfstRpt_2018.pdf


have happened but for the hard work of a broad coalition of supporters like Tusk-

Montgomery Philanthropies, United Way and the Anti-Hunger and Nutrition 

Coalition.” 

Tennessee 

Result: The Tennessee legislature included a budget amendment that provided 

$500,000 to assist schools in providing BaB. As many as 20,000 more students will 

be able to receive breakfast next year if implementation begins in the highest-need 

schools. The State could leverage an additional 5.6 million dollars next year alone.  

These numbers will increase over time depending on the rate of implementation. 

Our Contribution:  TMP identified Tennessee as a possible target for BaB in the 

South.  The Governor has invested a lot in education and we thought there might be 

an opening to secure funding to begin BaB.  While Governor Haslam’s office was 

open to BaB, they did not include it in their original budget proposal.  We developed 

a legislative strategy and worked with a coalition of advocates, including No Kid 

Hungry and the Tennessee Justice Center, to begin communication with members of 

the Tennessee House and Senate.  TMP recognized that we needed an experienced 

state lobbyist to help identify potential sponsors for a budget amendment and we 

retained them for the legislative session.  Working together, we were able to pass a 

budget amendment through the House and Senate, and the Governor signed the 

final budget agreement. 

Public-Private Solutions 

We have invested in and are advising two innovative companies that are using 

market forces and technology to eliminate food waste. Copia, based in San 

Francisco, describes its goal as,  “making healthy food more accessible to people in 



the community by helping businesses redistribute their high-quality excess food to 

feed people in need. Businesses use our technology platform to feed the community, 

save money, and reduce waste.” We are providing political advice and making 

introductions to Copia’s founder and CEO.  We have also recently begun advising 

another start-up based in Boston, Food for All, that provides an app that allows 

restaurants to make their food available at lower prices near closing time.  The app 

prevents food waste, saves customers money and donates the proceeds to non-

profits.  We are interested in furthering public-private solutions that eliminate waste 

and alleviate hunger. 

What’s Next? 

TMP will continue to look for state legislative campaigns where we can make a 

difference.  We have worked on BaB in many forms and in several states and would 

like to continue to use our expertise in states that still do not have programs.  We 

are interested in geographic diversity as we try to assist the neediest students 

across the country. However, as we remain focused on BaB, we are still open to 

other opportunities to engage in campaigns that will reduce hunger in the US.  

Additionally, we will continue to work with the Association of Arizona Food Banks to 

determine our 2019 strategy. 

Timeline 

Summer 2018: 

1. Begin researching possible states for the 2019 cycle by reaching out to former 

grantees and organizations that have contacted us in the past. 



2. Contact partner organizations like No Kid Hungry and Feeding America to let 

them know we are beginning the RFP process for 2019. 

3. Reach out to media outlets and publications that cover hunger issues. 

4. Engage in research internally and begin political analysis.  

5. Identify advocacy groups in states where we might want to work. 

Fall 2018: 

1. Begin reviewing grantee proposals. 

2. Identify promising applications and conduct introductory interviews. 

3. Schedule in-person interviews with finalist organizations. 

4. Select final states/projects for 2019 legislative cycle. 

5. Put together initial campaign plans and begin identifying resources needed to 

be successful. 

January 2019: 

1. Begin campaign work in each state. 

2. Initiate weekly calls with advocates in each campaign. 

3. Media outreach as needed. 

4. Adapt campaign plans if necessary. 



How to Help 

Please let us know if you have any suggestions on our strategy. We are always 

looking for projects where we can make a difference, so please pass along any 

interesting and innovative ideas. If you have contacts with legislators or elected 

officials at the state level, we would appreciate you connecting us with them.  

Additionally, if you are involved with an advocacy organization that would like to 

work on these kind of anti-hunger initiatives, we would love to meet them.  We are 

looking forward to another successful legislative session next year.   



 

While New York City is implementing breakfast in the 
classroom in elementary schools, this proposal would 
expand it to all high need K-12 schools across the 
state. It's the right thing to do…(more)

Feed breakfast to all — after the bell: 
Ensure children from poor families get 
the most important meal of the day

03.16.18

In his State of the State address today, Cuomo will 
announce new funding for a program called Breakfast 
After the Bell. The need for the program, which makes 
sure every kid in every school has easy access to 
breakfast, is clear and demonstrable.…(more)

Cuomo Should Be Lauded For Tackling 
Childhood Hunger

01.03.18

Clips

Tusk / Montgomery Philanthropies today commended 
the New York State legislature for passing the Breakfast 
After the Bell proposal as part of the state budget bill...
(more)

Tusk / Montgomery Philanthropies 
Commends New York State Leaders for 
Passing Breakfast After the Bell 
Proposal in State Budget

03.30.18

'Breakfast after the bell' is proven to work. Why not 
require it? Thousands of students in New York state 
start their school day too hungry to learn. Overall, only 
about 30% of New York students eligible for a free or 
reduced-price breakfast receive one on an average 
day. It doesn’t have to be this way....(more)

A simple solution for New York's child-
hunger problem

12.27.17

Tusk / Montgomery Philanthropies has led legislative 
efforts across the U.S. this year, ensuring 1.5 million 
more children will not go hungry and can improve their 
ability to learn and succeed in the classroom…(more)

New Jersey Students Will Have Access 
to Nutritious School Breakfast After 
State Enacts Crucial Hunger Initiative

05.31.18

The state Senate’s passed a package of bills aimed at 
providing meals for more than a half million students 
from low-income households....(more)

03.27.18

‘Breakfast After the Bell’ program helps 
feed kids in Paterson

12.21.17

Having had trouble voting from deployed locations 
around the world during my 28 years of military and 
State Department contracting service, upon taking 
office I vowed to find ways to help West Virginia 
soldiers vote. …(more)

Atlantic City leads region in School 
Breakfast Program participation

03.28.18

Tusk / Montgomery Philanthropies 
Commends Washington State Passage 
of Breakfast After the Bell
Tusk / Montgomery Philanthropies has been 
instrumental in securing passage of Breakfast After the 
Bell legislation across the country 
including Illinois and Pennsylvania. …(more)

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-washington-state-passage-of-breakfast-after-the-bell-300591596.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-new-york-state-leaders-for-passing-breakfast-after-the-bell-proposal-in-state-budget-300622218.html
http://observer.com/2018/01/andrew-cuomo-tackles-hunger-with-breakfast-after-the-bell/
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwfood-wine/article/New-Jersey-Students-Will-Have-Access-to-Nutritious-School-Breakfast-After-State-Enacts-Crucial-Hunger-Initiative-20180601
https://www.njtvonline.org/news/video/bell-program-helps-feed-kids-paterson/
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/education/atlantic-city-leads-region-in-school-breakfast-program-participation/article_1c722fa1-4545-50be-8dd7-ae87e79ec090.html
http://www.pressofatlanticcity.com/education/atlantic-city-leads-region-in-school-breakfast-program-participation/article_1c722fa1-4545-50be-8dd7-ae87e79ec090.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-washington-state-passage-of-breakfast-after-the-bell-300591596.html
http://observer.com/2018/01/andrew-cuomo-tackles-hunger-with-breakfast-after-the-bell/
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
http://www.nydailynews.com/opinion/feed-breakfast-bell-article-1.3876996
https://www.broadwayworld.com/bwwfood-wine/article/New-Jersey-Students-Will-Have-Access-to-Nutritious-School-Breakfast-After-State-Enacts-Crucial-Hunger-Initiative-20180601
https://www.njtvonline.org/news/video/bell-program-helps-feed-kids-paterson/
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20171227/OPINION/171229971
http://www.crainsnewyork.com/article/20171227/OPINION/171229971
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-new-york-state-leaders-for-passing-breakfast-after-the-bell-proposal-in-state-budget-300622218.html


03.07.18

Tusk / Montgomery Philanthropies 
Commends Governor Inslee and 
Washington State Leaders for Signing 
Breakfast After the Bell Legislation Into 
Law
In addition to working with state lawmakers and 
Governor Inslee to establish Washington's leadership 
position on the issue, TMP has secured the passage of 
similar legislation in Illinois and Pennsylvania, and is 
currently leading efforts in New York, New Jersey, and 
Tennessee. …(more)

03.19.18

Breakfast after the Bell fuels kids for a 
healthy start
The same could be said for Washington’s leisurely 
adoption of Breakfast after the Bell, a nationally 
respected program that ensures more K-12 students 
start the day fueled up and ready to learn. After four 
years simmering on the back burner in Olympia, the 
nutrition program is finally coming to Washington; it was 
approved by the 2018 Legislature and Gov. Jay Inslee 
signed it into law March 7.…(more)

03.07.18

New Washington law allows hungry 
students to get ‘Breakfast After the 
Bell’
The program would offer breakfast to students while 
they are in the classroom. Schools, where at least 70 
percent of students qualify for free or reduced-price 
meals, are eligible for the program....(more)

05.18.18

Westmoreland, Allegheny schools get 
state money to boost breakfast 
numbers

More than 3,000 Pennsylvania schools say they offer 
breakfast, but fewer than half offer alternative serving 
methods, according to the Wolf administration. Half of 
students who receive free or reduced-price school 
lunches also receive breakfast. Wolf set a goal of 
increasing that figure to 60 percent by 2020…(more)

02.07.18

Statement From Tusk/Montgomery 
Philanthropies Regarding Governor 
Wolf's Approval Of Critical Funds For 
School Breakfast For Low Income 
Students
Governor Wolf's decision to provide significantly more 
funding for school breakfast means hundreds of 
thousands of kids won't start their day hungry. It means 
they can concentrate better at school. …(more)

05.22.18

Tusk / Montgomery Philanthropies 
Commends Governor Haslam and State 
Leaders on Passage of Breakfast After 
the Bell Legislation

The legislative effort was led by Tusk / Montgomery 
Philanthropies (TMP), the family foundation of venture 
capitalist and political strategist Bradley Tusk, along 
with local and national advocates. TMP focuses on 
funding and running anti-hunger campaigns across the 
country. …(more)

https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/statement-from-tuskmontgomery-philanthropies-regarding-governor-wolfs-approval-of-critical-funds-for-school-breakfast-for-low-income-students-300403806.html
http://www.thenewstribune.com/opinion/article205948159.html
http://q13fox.com/2018/03/07/new-wash-law-allows-hungry-students-to-get-breakfast-after-the-bell/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-governor-inslee-and-washington-state-leaders-for-signing-breakfast-after-the-bell-legislation-into-law-300610413.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/statement-from-tuskmontgomery-philanthropies-regarding-governor-wolfs-approval-of-critical-funds-for-school-breakfast-for-low-income-students-300403806.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-governor-haslam-and-state-leaders-on-passage-of-breakfast-after-the-bell-legislation-300652828.html
http://www.thenewstribune.com/opinion/article205948159.html
http://triblive.com/news/education/taxes/13660962-74/westmoreland-allegheny-schools-get-state-money-to-boost-breakfast-numbers
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-governor-haslam-and-state-leaders-on-passage-of-breakfast-after-the-bell-legislation-300652828.html
http://q13fox.com/2018/03/07/new-wash-law-allows-hungry-students-to-get-breakfast-after-the-bell/
http://triblive.com/news/education/taxes/13660962-74/westmoreland-allegheny-schools-get-state-money-to-boost-breakfast-numbers
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/tusk--montgomery-philanthropies-commends-governor-inslee-and-washington-state-leaders-for-signing-breakfast-after-the-bell-legislation-into-law-300610413.html
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